Ninety-four species of birds belonging to 38 families were recorded in the three year study at the Kuvempu University Campus, Shimoga District, Karnataka. Most of the families were represented by less than five species except for Corvidae (14 species). There were 84 resident and 10 migratory birds. Fifteen species of waterfowl were recorded from the wetlands (ponds and puddles) of the campus. Among the birds recorded in this study, about 45 per cent are insectivores and other dominating types include piscivores, carnivores and frugivores (12%, 11% and 11% respectively).
Introduction
Birds have always fascinated man for their ability to fly in air and for their exquisite colouration. They have their functional role in the ecosystem as potential pollinators and scavengers, indeed rightly called bioindicators. India being a megadiversity centre, harbours 1,200 species of birds which amounts to 13 per cent of the bird species of the world (9,600 species) (Ali & Ripley, 1987) . Recently with the increased consciousness for biodiversity census and monitoring, many new species were discovered or redescribed. This aspect prompted us to make a survey of birds in Kuvempu University Campus with scientific methodology that will form a baseline information for future indepth studies. The University campus is located towards the north of Bhadra River Dam at a distance of 3-4 km from the backwaters. The area of the campus before the establishment of the University, was barren due to clearing of forest and was allocated for grazing. However, the establishment of the University has supported the regeneration of vegetation to a considerable level. Hence, the present study was also conducted with an intention to know the progress of restoration of bird diversity in this region.
Methods
This report is based on observations made from November 1997 to December 2000. As the habitat elements vary considerably within the campus, survey was conducted using both line transect and point count methods. The selected line transects were 200 m in length with a maximum of 25m view on either side. A minimum of 30 minutes (speed: 8 m/minute) was spent for each transect. The point counts were with fixed radii (25m) generally adapted for wetland birds. Birds were sighted using a Binocular (6x30, field 7.8) and on spot identified using the field guides (King et al., 1991; Ali, 1996) and only those species with confirmed identity are reported in this paper. On compilation, the relative percentage of number of species to the respective family was calculated.
Observations
The study reveals the occurrence of 94 species of birds belonging to 38 families (Table 2) . Table 1 details the relative percentage of total bird species belonging to different families. Most of the families represented either by one or two species (relative percentage of species 0-2, 16 families; 2-4, 15 families; 4-6, 5 families), while the maximum relative percentage is from two families, Corvidae and Muscicapidae (14 and 6 species respectively). In the present study, 84 resident and 10 migratory birds were recorded within this small landscape that includes 15 species of waterfowl. Based on the food/foraging, from the present data it is apparent that the avifauna of the campus is dominated by insectivore (42 species), followed by piscivore, carnivore, frugivore and omnivore birds (11, 10, 10 and 8 species respectively). When the size of the birds are considered, the avifauna of the campus is dominated by small-sized birds (Sparrow +/-: 25 species and Bulbul +/-: 15 species) followed by medium-sized (Myna +/-: 22 and Pigeon +/-: 8 species) and largesized (Crow +/-: 11, Hen +/-: 11 and Kite +/-: 2 birds respectively). Overall, the occurrence of maximum species of insectivore/ piscivore/carnivore/frugivore/omnivore and waterfowl could depict the regeneration of the natural habitat in the campus. Common names after Manakadan et al., 1998. 3 Scientific names after Inskipp et al., 1996. 4 Status of the birds observed as Resident (R) or Migratory (M) 5 Observed food habit I -Insectivore; P -Piscivore; C -Carnivore; F -Frugivore; O -Omnivore; GGrainivore * Water Fowl ** Resident birds with migratory population. 
